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Women on the Bridge
Squadron Legacy

The inaugural Boating Class of our Squadron was held at HMCS Prevost on the west side of Richmond
St.The women graduates in the spring of 1949 were Betty Neilsen, Beth Underhill, Beverly Thompson and
Glenna Calder.

Through the assistance of Jim Thompson, King Abell and Frank Toten, enabling squadron historian (1982)
Linda Bonis was able to name Beth L. Underhill as being a Charter Lady Associate, having been involved in
the Squadron in 1949. In the 1955-1956 squadron year the London Squadron had 56 members and 19 Lady
Associates.

Appointed to the Executive of London Power Squadron in
1973, the first year women were permitted to serve on the
Executive, Linda Vine became the first woman to serve on the
executive of the London Power Squadron. At
that time she held the position of Treasurer.

Subsequently, as Cdr Linda Bonis, she served
as the second female commander .
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OOM\\“{A APRIL 1800, HMCS Prevost, London. Details
e‘_\‘(9 Ist - Submission deadline for London on Pg 6.
oV Line April Edition
13th - Annual General Meeting @ JUNE
1900, HMCS Prevost, London 1st - Submission deadline for London
20th - VHF course at CCH begins Line June Edition

20th - PCOC course at CCH begins 8th - Squadron Bridge meeting @
20th - Squadron Bridge meeting @ 1900, HMCS Prevost, London

1900, HMCS Prevost, London 12th - Commander’s Picnic @ 1300
MAY until aprox. 2000, Fanshawe Y.C.

- . Details on Pg 5.
9th - Squadron Bridge meeting @
1900, HMCS Prevost, London
14th - Spring Session Graduation @

FOR LOCATION OF HMCS PREVOST SEE MAP ON PG 3.
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This will be my last “From the Helm”
submission as Commander for 2009-
2010. As a Squadron we have seen a
year full of training and events. We had
BBQ's, seminars, and various other
opportunities to get together: Our 60th
anniversary was a great success. Last
February we proudly welcomed another
round of Boating Graduates into our
membership!. We will also be holding a
Commander’s Event early this summer.
Stay tuned for details in a subsequent
London Line.

We are pleased to continue to serve the
needs of local boaters with top quality
education and PCOC testing. (A
reminder the Card is mandatory this
boating season). Remember that each
London Power and Sail Squadron course
that you take will give you a new found
independence and competence in your
boating abilities. Sign up for a course
today and if there is one you would like
to take not being offered — let us know!
By the time you are reading this our
Squadron and District AGM'’s will have
come and gone. We have a great team
lined up for next years Bridge. Some of
our same Officers will be returning with

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISING

SPONSORS!

their valued expertise, and some new
creative talent will be welcomed to bring
a fresh outlook to our roster. This new
Bridge will be helmed by incoming
Commander Steve Waite, who brings a
wealth of experience, knowledge and
enthusiasm (coupled with a wry sense of
humourl) to the table. I'm sure he will
make a great leader for our Squadron!

In parting, | want to thank all the
members who supported the mission of
the London Power and Sail Squadron
this past year. In particular | would like to
thank the Officers of my Bridge. Their
dedication and commitment has made
my role so much easier.

It has been an honour to serve as your
Commander. [I've learned a great deal
about people and working within a team.
There is a great deal of personal fulfill-
ment to be found in performing service
to others. Please consider becoming an
active as a volunteer within our
organization.

Wishing you fun and safe boating in the
upcoming season!
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London Line is the official publication of the London
Power and Sail Squadron (a unit of the Canadian Power
and and Sail Squadrons) to inform and advise members
and students.
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For the truth is that | already know as much about my fate as | need to know. The day

will come when 1 will die. So the only matter of consequence before me is what | will do with

e and dip and soar in the breeze.”

my allotted time. | can remain on shore, paralyzed with fear, or | can raise my sails
Richard Bode, First You Have to Row a Little Boat
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Commander Doris Hall, AP attained the rank of squadron
commander in April 1979. With her election to the office of |
Commander of the London Power Squadron, she was among
the first female commanders in Canadian Power Squadrons. “
We believe Doris was either the third or fourth female to |
reach that pinnacle in CPS, for it was but scant years earlier
that CPS had amended its regulations to allow for any fe- [
male to hold an elected office within the organization.
Doris Hall had previously served the squadron as supply
officer in the training department and executive officer as
well as in the squadron’s classrooms. Cdr Hall later served
as a district lieutenant and for many years as the Squadron
Certificates Officer.

The other women London Squadron Commanders in- 2
clude Linda Bonis in 1984-1985, Mary Pritchard in 1995-
1996 and our current Commander, Deborah Hughes.

A Life Membership is awarded in Canadian Power and Sail
Squadrons once an individual member has been awarded
twenty merit marks. Merit marks, awarded only by the chief
commander, are given on recommendation of a squadron
commander or other eligible officer’s recommendation, if the
chief commander sees fit, to any member who gives a minimum
of twenty hours effort throughout any given year to aid the
squadron in its operations.

London has had several life members in its history to date.
Life memberships awarded to women include P/Cdr Doris Hall,
AP in 1996 and Alice Baratta, [N in 2007. Doris has since
received her 30th merit mark in 2006.Alice has been the
Squadron Training Officer and a District Officer.

The grade of N is a level of
some distinction.To achieve it, students must take the Boat-
ing course, Piloting, Advanced Piloting and Navigation. In the past
the Navigation course was split into two courses, Junior Navigator
and Navigator. Three women in the London Power Squadron have
attained this grade.These people are Ursula Schweiger who re-
ceived her N grade in 1973, Elizabeth Fellner in 1987 and Mary
Trusdale who took and passed the course by home study in 1990.
Our current Squadron Bridge has four women officers. These
include Commander Deb Hughes, Executive Officer Bev Miatello,
Assistant Training Officer Barbara Billingsley and Regalia Officer
Lorna Jeffrey.

updated by John G. Hamilton
Historian Officer
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Members

How and when were you introduced to boating?

When | was a little girl spending summers at our family cottage on
Lake Huron my friends and | would tie inner tubes together, lash
boards on top, and make a makeshift mast with sheets as sails. We
didn't go very fast, but we had a great time building and launching
them!

Friends also had a little Sunfish sailboat that on calm days, sail out
deep, we would take the mast down, dive off and sunbathe all day.
On windy days we would have a ball hiking out to the limit until
we tipped over; fell laughing in the water, then righting it and
starting all over! If it was windy enough, one of us would
sometimes dive off holding on to the main sheet and start spinning
really fast under water. Of course, we had to have a one piece
bathing suit on or none at all!

When | was |6, my father bought a |6 foot Chrysler sailboat. |
would stay up nights reading manuals on how to rig and salil it, then
with a friend launched and sailed it all summer long. | used to

Reliable Home Com

E quipment sales , installations & maintenance packages .
Family owned and operated since 1983.
Licensed, qualified technicians .

No Payments — No Interest for 6 months OAC
Furnaces & Boilers * Central Air Conditioners

Air Cleaners & Filters * Humidifiers « Water Heaters
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE — ALL MAKES
GUARANTEED FAST RESPONSE!

-

Fabrication
Installation

-

¥

R et

sales@stevensexhibrt.com
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If you'd like to submit a member or yourself to be profiled, respond to the

same questions you see below (or be creativel) with a suitable photo and
send them to the editor by email. This month’s candidate is the London
Squadron’s Commander, Deb Hughes.

dream of taking it up the shoreline to Bayfield, but that didn't
happen until | started racing on bigger boats out of the Grand
Bend Yacht Club.

How and when did you get involved with the Power and Sail
Squadron?

When my husband Dale and | bought our 27 foot Jeanneau
sailboat — we knew we wanted to take it up to the North
Channel cruising, as well as racing around the buoys and in longer
distance races. So we decided to take the Boating Course. We
went cruising the next year, and the knowledge we gained from
taking the course was absolutely instrumental in the success of our
journey. We have been up several times since and always enjoy
the spectacular beauty of probably the best freshwater cruising in
the world!

Currently I am Commander of the London Squadron and am
lucky to be working with a great team of fellow volunteers!

What are your present boating activities?

| hate to say it — but we decided for the first time to take a year
away from our slip at GBYC and focus on renovations and family
commitments. Allis not lost however - we have been invited to
hop on other sailboats in the club this year to occasionally help
out as crew.

What are your future boating plans?

In 2001 we chartered a boat in the Mediterranean and sailed
around the Greek Islands. We hope to do more chartering in
other exotic locales! We plan to return to racing at GBYC next
year. We also plan to teach our grandchildren, Avalon and Lochlan,
to sail this year on our little Sunfish.

Why did you choose this picture?

The picture is of Avalon, our son-in-law Darrell, and me on our
way out to get ready to anchor for Sail Past the year | was
Commodore at the club. The look of exhilaration on her face and
the wind in her hair is priceless! | think she might be a

naturall My husband, daughterTori and her husband Scott were
along the day as well, while our oldest daughter Tara held down
the fort at the clubhouse. Everyone had a ball that day fending off
and instigating the GBYC tradition of water gun fights and water
balloon tosses as the boats sailed past. Great fun!
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- THE COMMANBER’S PICNIG]

IT’s THE SQUADRON’S FIRST ANNUAL PI1CNIC BARBECUE EVENT!
FOR ALL MEMBERS AND RECENT GRADS!!!
WHERE: Fanshawe Yacht Club Clubhouse
WHEN: Saturday June 12 from 1300 til around 2000
Bring the family for an afternoon of hamburgers, hotdogs,
salads, deserts and more (around 1700), plus boat rides and
games for the kids! Come as casual as you want.

Products

or when you're looking for
that special book on boating...

OXFORD BOOK SHOP

740 Richmond St, London, Ontario
phone 519 438-8336 fax 519-667-0865

www.oxfordbookshop.com

dealer.
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SALES & SERVICE “Your Marine Headquarters” f%fa
246 Colbome St., PORT STANLEY 782-3553 °.¥.°

SHIPS . AHOY,
cMARINE 1.

43588 SPARTA LINE, RR#4, ST. THOMAS, ON 519-633-3784

Your “ONE STOP BOATING SHOP”

FULL MECHANICAL - PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL — MARINE
SURVEYS - USED BOATS, MOTORS & TRAILERS — CUSTOM
BOAT TOPS & COVERS — CUSTOM INTERIORS & UPHOLSTERY
— BOAT BROKERAGE

JUST WINDING UP OUR 20™ SEASON. THANK YOU.
Visit us online @ WWW.SHIPSAHOY.BIZ
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UTHWEST

MARINE SERVICES
Highway 21 North Grand Bend
for all your Boating Needs!

(519) 238 2887

. Email: swmarine@hay.netj

Get ready for
LAUNCH at The Store
We are open

7 Days a Week!

1 Port Street East, Mississauga.
In the Port Credit Marina

Tel: 905-278-7005
1-800-263-1506

London’s Best Kept Secret!

FANSHAWE YACHT CLUB
& SAILING SCHOOL

THE FACILTIES

* Private Grounds

e Security Gate

* 2 Launch Ramps

e Chalet with Amenities

THE BOATS

* Dinghies

e Catamarans

¢ Cruisers Up to 26’

SAILING SCHOOL

» Second to None

e Youth & Adults Classes

e Sailboat Leases Available

» Inexpensive Yearly Fees
# Friendly Environment

Call Us at 519-451-8989 or Visit Us Online at:

WWW.FYC.ON.CA




Spring Session Graduation

Everyone is welcome to attend graduation of the January course session.
A light buffet will be available at no charge, and dress is casual
so bring a friend to join in the celebration!

Friday May 14, 2010
Wardroom of HMCS Prevost
Light buffet of meats, cheeses, veggies, & deserts @ 1800
Group Graduation to commence @ 1900
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WILDWOOD SAILING CLUB

"Come Join the Fun”
www.wildwoodsailingclub.ca 519-284-2666

Your Marine Insurance Specialists

* Proven insurance solutions for all of
your boating needs

» Recognized provider of marine insurance to
Canadian Power & Sail Squadron members

For more information, please call:
1-800-268-2628

Cowan Insurance Brokers

25 Bruce Street, P.O. Box 2007
Kitchener, ON N2H 6K8

Fax: (519) 578-0549

Toll Free: 1-888-333-6337
www.cowaninsurancebrokers.com

We care about what you care about.
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CONTEST:

Win a Klepper Folding Kayak

To thank Canadians for their continued
support and to celebrate 103 years of inno-
vation, Klepper Folding Kayaks will give
away one Aerius Classic II + 545 tandem
folding kayak to a lucky Canadian winner in
2010.

The Aerius Classic IT + 545 tandem is
part of the newest line of products from
Klepper Folding Kayaks designed to meet
the modern paddler’s needs. “Paddlers are
getting taller,” explains Gerhard Schedel
from the Klepper head office and
manufacturing facility in Rosenheim
Germany, “so we stretched our most
popular folding kayak, the Aerius II 520 and
created the Aerius II + 545. The extra 25cm
provides more leg room or can even
accommodate an extra seat for a child”. This
model has quickly become the top seller in
Europe and in North America.

The “Win a Klepper Folding Kayak’
Contest opened on January 1, 2010 and will
be running until June 1. On July 1, 2010, the
Klepper Folding Kayaks Agents in Canada
will draw the winner’s name for an Aerius
Classic II + 545 tandem folding kayak
package that includes a Isar paddles, a
spraycover, a rudder, carrying bags
and years of fun and adventure! The contest
ballot, complete contest rules and
restrictions and information on Klepper
Folding Kayaks products are available on
the Klepper Folding Kayaks in Canada
website, www.klepper.ca.

Get
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b.weis@sympatico.ca

REENTEC

Landscape Design & Construction

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
AND DESIGN SERVICES
Woodworking  Pavestone » Natural Stone
Retaining Walls « Landscape Planting
www.greentec.on.ca

666-2243
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My husband’s an Aquarian. ’'m a Scorpio. We're both water signs, but only one of us was born to sail

We've all seen those fancy advertisements for sailboats.You  materialized in Ontario in the shape of a sailboat with a puny

know the ones: sun spangled waters; smiling, bronzed motor that we sometimes had to hand-crank - more sweaty,
Beautiful People lounging back with chilled Chablis and freshly blue-air cursing and still no Beautiful People or Chablis in sight.
shucked oysters: a pristine white vessel that is strangely Instead, on Lake Simcoe, weeks and errant sandbars made
vertical despite its obviously wind-filled sails. | hate to intrude getting out of the marina a regular exercise in embarrassment.
on the image, but frankly this is just the stuff of ad campaigns. Having to step off the back of the boat in mid-water to push
Reality is not like this. Especially not my sailing reality. the thing off a sandbar was a face-reddening low point. Hubby
Let me be honest.When | get on board, I'm like someone swore the sandbar hadn’t been there the previous week, but
with two left feet entering a ballet competition, completely out  the folks watching from a nearby waterside park had a
of my element. I've been around enough to recognize people hilarious time, settling in for an afternoon’s entertainment with

who were born to sail, though.They carry a certain something  chips and cold drinks while we fumed and waited for the tide
with them: a rolling gait; the ability to wear tatty, torn clothing to change.

and make it look important; eyes creased from squinting into Now inVancouver, we sail on some of the most scenic and
the sun - or, more frequently, into the rain.They can survive accessible waters in the northern hemisphere, but these bring
for a week out of a tiny supply cupboard, tie knots in anything different challenges: katabatic outflows, inbound southerlies,
long and straight, and they all go around using incomprehensi- riptides and seething narrows that need to be timed just per-
ble vocabulary. fectly. Heading through Dodd Narrows with a wimpy eight-

People who sail always keep a weather eye on rigging, horse motor fighting a five-knot current is a triumph of the
horizons, water surfaces and winds, and just when you think will over water, and as for Gabriola, let’s talk whirlpools and
you’re starting to understand, they say perplexing things like eddies that make a boat feel like a cork in a bucket. Our
“Come closer to the wind.” How do you get closer to buoyant heaving lines are the only things heaving around here:
something invisible? My stomach also does a pretty good job.

| will never join this elite group. For me, sailing is a This is no place to inadvertently put two gaskets (instead of
demented pendulum, swinging wildly between utter boredom one) in the oil filter, resulting in a massive leak and over heated
and total, white-knuckle terror, with only rare patches of engine and the special humiliation of explaining it to the power
normality in between. My husband started it all, dinghy sailing boater who kindly towed us back to the nearest fuel dock for
in England, where the winds were so fluky the dinghy repairs. It’s no place to wake up at anchor to a flat battery,
frequently sailed backward. The water was so shallow in places  either, or to spend hours trying to wrest the anchor back from
that we'd use the boom to pole our way out, just like punting its love affair with an underwater cable. It’s at times like these,
on the river in Oxford. | quickly learned that currents, by in the midst of a jellyfish bloom, down to the last can of ham,
definition, carry a boat away from its destination. Undeterred, my hair stiff with salt - that | try extra hard to visualize those
my husband continued to seek his waterborne dream. It Beautiful People and their oysters. Usually, my inner wimp just

tries to get the heck out and back onto dry land.

Over the years, though, things have improved. | have come
to enjoy that moment of sudden perfect silence when the
motor is switched off and the boat first bends into the wind.
Those rare moments when all we hear is the the peaceful

Cruising THE
TrRenT WATERWAY

Visit Historic - 15 rhythm of water rushing past the prow, or when a Pacific

Towns - s B - white-sided dolphin comes to play with us.We've finally have

Thousands of one or two of those blue-sky advertising campaign moments,

Islands & Bays — e when sea otters patrol tiny bays and great blue herons share
=N ' our moorage with us. Call it the law of averages.

P sisrostonEs A 8 Clanking halyards and straining fenders are music to my

1-600-720-3426 - TS 21 Ry husband’s ears, but | still believe that a backstay means

remaining at home when hubby wants to sail in frigid January

\ visit the website for more information: weather. He is an Aquarian, the water carrier. Me? I'm a
http://www.mintmedia.ca Scorpio, apparently also a water sign. In my case, though, this
) . represents the love a decadently foamy bathtub rather that the
3///6)7&0/%/ foam of whtecaps on the open ocean.
Sresentations | suspect there is one other important reason for my

husband’s enduring love affair with sailing; There can only be
one captain on a boat, and this is the only place on earth
where | take orders, humbly,immediately and without
question. Go figure.

contact us at:
mintmediainfo@gmail.com
266-374-MINT (6468)

Mandy Trickett

LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION livesinVancouver@




1989 Doral Citation 26' length, 8' 2" beam, single 260hp
Mercruiser with Alpha drive, approx. 525 hours. Sleeps 4, hot

Free to Good Home - 24 foot Sailboat. Vic Carpenter
designed wood/epoxy racer/daysailer with overnight

water heater, shower, marine head, 2 burner alcohol/electric - capability. Trailer;sails,instruments, etc. The right person can
stove, 1'10/12 volt fridge, 2 batteries, battery charger, shore restore this boat to a thing of beauty.
power, remote spot light, VHF radio, stereo, fish finder, swim Call Jack (519) 679-8275  apr.

platform, bow pulpit with anchor, trim tabs, bimini top, spare
propeller. Kept inside boathouse year round. Economical

. - No Ch 12 'y ber’
mid-cabin cruiser. $12,000 0.b.0. Call Scott 519-614-4715 apr SR (I Bl R

ejones002@sympatico.ca personal ads only

2 ATTENTION MEMBERS!
If you have some old 3 strand rope T TSP
WE NEED ~ CALL IAN LACEY

collecting dust, the Squadron's
519-672-5745

Seamanship Course could make

good use of it for practicing YOUR

splices and whippings. Also a

handbearing and ship’s compass. * OLD ROPE! ‘

BEQ &
re B Campfires =
on the water! =%

.while

out boating
or lounging
on the dock!!
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